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PROPOSED
SITE

Access and 
connectivity
The proposed development represents an 
opportunity to create a well connected and 
natural residential extension to the linear 
settlement pattern along this area of the River 
Don valley. Transport links, local services and 
recreational facilities are all easily accessed 
from the site due to it’s close proximity to key 
cycling, walking and road routes.

Local services, such as the post office, village 
store, school, playing fields, playground, 
church, and village pub are all easily accessed 
within a 7 minute walk or a 2 minute cycle. 
The new sports/ community centre would 
be located within this zone.

Beyond the village, the Trans Pennine cycle 
and pedestrian trail connects the proposed 
site to Penistone and it’s railway station (less 
than 30 mins walk or a 7 minute cycle).

From Penistone station, trains connect to:

• Barnsley (15mins) 
• Huddersfield (30mins) 
• Wakefield (43mins) 
• Sheffield (45 mins) 
• Leeds (60mins)

Barnsley (43mins) and Sheffield (63mins) are 
also easily reached by cycle along the two 
Transpennine cycle routes that lead from the site.

Penistone also has many other facilities 
including schools, sports clubs, cinema, 
local shops, supermarket, providing a large 
number of services within easy cycling or 
walking distance of the proposed site.

Furthermore, the fact that the site is situated 
along the B6462 Sheffield Road, enables this 
site to directly connect to the key road route 
in the area without drawing additional traffic 
through existing residential areas.

Fig 2: Map showing connectivity to local services and key pedestrian and cycle routes in the area
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The proposed site will have a positive 
impact on the area’s connectivity and 
facilities including:

•	New connectivity to and from the site 
and Trans Pennine trail 

•	Direct connectivity to the B6462 from the 
site, drawing traffic along the main road 
route rather than through residential areas 

•	The local community will benefit from 
access to improved recreational facilities, 

including a sports/ community centre and 
improved sports grounds, play area, and 
new recreational opportunities through 
the proposed woodland area adjacent to 
the southeast site boundary.
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Future proposals (Oxspring fields site)
This development site represents a natural extension of the historic settlement pattern 
along the River Don valley between two clear, strong and defensible boundaries; the River 
Don and the old railway line and embankment. Furthermore, the site is also sandwiched 
between two existing areas of development; Oxspring village to the northwest and the 
largely disused industrial site to the southeast, creating clear, well defined barriers to prevent 
further expansion.

Future proposals (LD10 site)
Further development to the southwest would both ignore and conflict with the historic 
linear pattern of development in the Don valley area.

Development to the southwest of Oxspring, toward Roughbirchworth is already beginning to 
encroach upon the rural nature of the hamlet. Further development towards Roughbirchworth 
is likely to have a profound impact on the rural nature of this hamlet and effectively begin a 
coalescence between these two settlements. In addition, this site clearly has a more arbitrary 
boundary with no natural or clear edges which could help define a barrier for future development.

Fig 3: Map showing the historic settlement pattern in the area surrounding Oxspring

Over the last two centuries, settlement has 
been mostly linear, focused along the River 
Don valley, with isolated rural farmsteads 
and small hamlets scattered over the 
remaining landscape.

Mills have been part of the local economy 
since the middle ages and have helped to 
form the basis of settlement along the 
sloping valley of the River Don, which 
provides a natural boundary to development.

When the Railway arrived in the mid 
19th century, it provided another strong 
boundary to the southwest providing 
another force to influence the linear syntax 
of the River Don valley’s development.

The combination of river and railway has 
thus provided the syntax and framework for 
a strong linear pattern of development along 
this section of the River Don valley over the 
last two centuries.

More recently, in the late 20th century 
and early 21st century, development has 
contravened this historic development 
pattern, by moving to the southwest towards 
Roughbirchworth.
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APPENDIX 2 

 

BARNSLEY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

ECONOMIC DATA REGARDING PENISTONE 



From: Smith , Matthew [MatthewSmith@barnsley.gov.uk] 

Sent: 09 August 2013 16:04 

To: Dunn , Keiron 

Subject: FW: Penistone 

 

Keiron, 

 

More info to help with Lairds Way report. 

 

Matthew 

 

Matthew Smith  
Group Leader (Outer Team)  
Development Management  
Barnsley MBC   
Planning and Transportation  
PO Box 604  
Barnsley  
South Yorks  
S70 9FE  
Tel: 01226 772583  
From: Johnson , Paul  

Sent: 15 July 2013 13:16 

To: Smith , Matthew 

Subject: RE: Penistone 

 

Matthew 
 
Many thanks for your email 
 
In relation to your questions hopefully the following should help 
 
Census Labour Supply Data 
 
According to the 2011 Census the Penistone West ward (incorporates main urban centre of 
Pensitone, Thurlstone and Hoylandswiane) recorded; 

 
� 11,322 residents of which 65.2% are classed as being of working age (16- Pensionable Age)  
 
� Penistone West’s working age population rate (65.2%) is greater than the rates recorded at 

borough (64.1%), regional (64.6%) and national (62.5%) rates – helping to indicate a potential 
greater demand for potential employment sites to service the indigenous population base.  

 
� 73% of Penistone West’s resident based population (16-74) are classed as being 

economically active, which is greater than the rates recorded at borough (66.5%), regional 
(68.4%) and national (69.9%) rates  

 
� Of those who were economically active in Pensitoen West;  

o 67.5% were in employment, which is greater than the rates recorded at borough 
(59.1%), regional (60.0%) and national (62.1%) rates  

o 10.8% were in self employment, which is greater than the rates recorded at borough 
(7.7%), regional (8.4%) and national (9.8%) rates  

o 3.0 % were unemployed, which is lower  than the rates recorded at borough (5.1%), 
regional (4.8%) and national (4.4%) rates  

 
� Over the last 10 years (since the last Census the following characteristic’s have occurred 

within the Penistone West ward:  
o Employment levels have increased (65.0% in 2001 to 67.5% in 2011)  



o Self employment levels has increased (9.9% in 2001 to 10.8% in 2011)  
o Unemployment levels has increased (2.3% in 2001 to 3% in 2011)  
 

Unfortunately, Census 2011 data has not released travel to work statistics for lower levels of 
geographies, therefore we are unable to provide a response to this question , however Census 2001 
indicated that residents who lived in Pensistone West ward: 

 
� 29.4% worked less than 2K form where they lived (lower than the rates recorded at borough 

(28.1%), regional (29.1%) and national (29.1%) rates 
 

� 50.8% worked less than 10K form where they lived (lower than the rates recorded at 
borough (66.6%), regional (71.4%) and national (67.5%) rates 

 
Labour Demand Data 
 
According to ONS Business Register & Employment Survey (BRES) data there are; 
 

� 3,073 total employee jobs are held by businesses within the Penistone West Ward, of 
which: 
o 68.6% are classified as being full time and 31.4% are part time classified 

 
� In terms of the industrial breakdown of jobs in the Penistone West Ward; 

o 25.7% are Manufacturing based 
o 17% are Retail based 
o 8% are Transport and Storage based 

 
� Over the past year; 

o the number of jobs in the Penistone West ward has increased by 0.3%, with Full time 
Employment (FTE’s) jobs increasing by 1.3% (lower than the 2.8% increase recorded 
at Barnsley level) 

o Transport and Storage sector recording the largest increase in jobs that have been 
created (+142 increase of 135%) 

 
� Despite the increase recorded over the last year, the number of employee jobs in Penistone 

West ward remains -6.1% lower than before the last recession (2008).  
 
In addition to the above, Bank start data (new business bank accounts) continues to record the 
Penistone West and East wards as being one of the top 3 wards within Barnsley for the creation of 
new businesses.  
 
Conclusion 

� The above evidence from both a labour supply and also to that of a labour demand 
perspective help to indicate that the Penistone West Ward is seen as being one of the 
boroughs most economically active part of the borough, which has seen levels of employment 
and self employment continue to increase over the last 10 years and remain higher than 
borough wide, regional and national rates.  

 
� Likewise Penistone West Ward residents have been more resilient and continue to record 

significantly lower levels of unemployment compared to other parts of the borough and indeed 
regional and national rates.  

 
� Residents of the borough are more likely to out commute to work (outside Penistone), mostly 

associated to more constrained workplace pay that both Penistone and Barnsley as a 
borough commands.  

 
� Job growth has occurred, during the last few challenging years from largely the growth of the 

indigenous business stock and also the expansion and relocation of companies to new 
employment sites.  
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� The ability to continue the growth recorded over the past year is crucial to helping to ensure 
that Penistone West ward contributes to the overall borough wide economic strategy targets 
(need for up to 32,000 jobs being to be created and the growth of the indigenous businesses 
base by 1,500 new businesses)  

 
� Loss of key employment land to other uses (most notably housing) could potentially hamper 

the future and continued growth of both the overall business base and future jobs within the 
Penistone part of the borough. Thus meaning that the borough is unable to meet its core 
economic strategy targets; a reduction in potential business rates for BMBC and the potential 
out commuting of businesses and loss of additional private sector jobs if a range of future 
land and premises does not remain.  

 
� For instance many “self-employed” are working from home in the Penistone and surrounding  

areas due to the lack of facilities in the proximity especially for new start and  small 
businesses.  Starter units and test bed area would do well.  

 
� Likewise recent demand for appropriate sized units at Martree Business Park (3,000 – 4,000 

sqft) has seen all units on this employment site currently being occupied and let to tenants, 
issue now will be for additional grow on space to remain these businesses and additional 
employment space for similar businesses that could be attracted to Penistone.  

 
Hope this helps ,however if you require any additional information please do not hesitate to let me 
know 
 
Regards 
 
Paul Johnson 

Connect Barnsley Manager 
Barnsley Development Agency 
Tel: 01226 787532 
Email : pauljohnson@barnsley.gov.uk 
 

 
From: Smith , Matthew  

Sent: 11 July 2013 13:44 

To: Johnson , Paul 

Subject: Penistone 
 

To Paul, 

 

I’ve been informed you may be able to help me out with some background information on the 

current and future economic potential of Penistone.  

 

I am currently dealing with a planning application for residential development on a site in Penistone 

which is designated for employment use. The applicants are arguing that the site is not required for 

employment purposes but in order to understand whether it is needed or not it would be useful to 

know how the labour market acts in Penistone. With this in mind, have you got any information 

which might answer the following: 

 

- What is the percentage of residents who live and work in Penistone? 

- Has the trend over the last 10 years been for residents to work outside of Penistone? 

- Do you know if there is a great need for employment provision within Penistone>? 

 

Any information you can provide on the above would be appreciated. 

 

Matthew 
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Matthew Smith  
Group Leader (Outer Team)  
Development Management  
Barnsley MBC   
Planning and Transportation  
PO Box 604  
Barnsley  
South Yorks  
S70 9FE  
Tel: 01226 772583  
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